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• First album release 2015 
• Dichroic Light

• Second album release 2019 
• Entangled

• Set up The Night With… as a record label in 2020
• Currently seven albums released, four in development

• Started giving webinars on self-releasing in 2020 



The Guidebook to Self-Releasing Your Music: 
Chapter Headings
• Chapter 1 – How to use this book
• Chapter 2 – Choosing the best people
• Chapter 3 – Budgeting
• Chapter 4 – Funding and Earned Income
• Chapter 5 – Choosing the best place to 

record
• Chapter 6 – Preparing for the recording 

session
• Chapter 7 – Postproduction
• Chapter 8 – Understanding your rights
• Chapter 9 – Registrations, licences, and 

codes

• Chapter 10 – Choosing a distributor
• Chapter 11 – Design, branding, and printing
• Chapter 12 – Public relations
• Chapter 13 – Marketing and advertising
• Chapter 14 – Using social media to promote 

your music
• Chapter 15 – Synchronisation

Industry Thoughts
• Chapter 16 – The ethics of streaming
• Chapter 17 – The Long Tail
• Chapter 18 – Record companies as investors 

and royalty-earners



• Composer / Songwriter
• The person who has written the music
• Represented by SABAM (PRS/MCPS in UK)

• Performer
• The person who is performing the music
• Represented by PLAYRIGHT (PPL in UK)

• Record Label / Master Rights Owner
• The person or organization who is paying for the 

creation of the recording
• Represented by SIMIM (PPL in UK) and digital 

Distributor / Aggregator



Belgium payment rates: 
https://www.juistisjuist.be/

https://www.juistisjuist.be/en/tools/?discipline=music&type=calculators-en-2
https://www.juistisjuist.be/en/tools/?discipline=music&type=calculators-en-2




Earned Income: streaming
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• Composer / Songwriter
• The person who has written the music
• Represented by SABAM (PRS/MCPS in UK)

• Performer
• The person who is performing the music
• Represented by PLAYRIGHT (PPL in UK)

• Record Label / Master Rights Owner
• The person or organization who is paying for the 

creation of the recording
• Represented by SIMIM (PPL in UK) and digital 

Distributor / Aggregator



• Your ISRC
• ABCDE

• ISRCs for 5 track album:
• ABCDE 230001
• ABCDE 230002
• ABCDE 230003
• ABCDE 230004
• ABCDE 230005





• CD Baby – charge an upfront fee, single ($9.95) or an album ($29), and take 
a 9% cut of all of your digital income but don’t charge a yearly fee.

• Tunecore – Have a free tier where they take 20% of your income or charge 
an annual fee of $29.99 for album and $9.99 for singles. They also have 
unlimited plans ranging from $14.99 to $49.99 a year for different levels. 

• RouteNote – Has two distribution options. The first is completely free 
where they take 15% of your income or a similar model to Tunecore with 
$10 single, $20 EP, $30 album and $45 extended album and then $9.99 
annually with you keeping all your income. 

• BandCamp – is completely free to put music on but they take 15% of digital 
sales. They have options where customers can pay more if they want which 
is nice (I’ve found people do this quite a lot). However BandCamp do not 
distribute to iTunes, Spotify, Deezer etc. etc.



Release Timeline

• Recording - Start July
• Mixing – End July
• Upload to Distributor – End July
• PR Campaign & Pre-save – July to October
• Release Date – End October
• Marketing Campaign, PR continues - November









• Setting a realistic budget (income and expenditure)
• Preparing for and running a recording session
• Mixing and Editing
• Getting it out there
• Advertising and Understanding your audience





Any Questions? 

Follow me on Twitter - @mwhiteside
Facebook & Instagram – @mwhitesidecomp

And on Spotify – Matthew Whiteside

Thanks! 

Order
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