
(self)releasing 
of music



In Belgium

In Context
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What gets released



What do we talk about, when we talk about releasing: 

• Physical records
• Digital records
• Streaming records
• Video’s

not: recorded music for events, 

La Boite A Musique
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• Physical releases
○ Vinyl, CD, C7, obscure or obsolete media

• Digital releases
• Streaming releases
• Video’s
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• Physical releases
○ Vinyl, CD, C7, obscure or obsolete media

• Digital releases
○ Bandcamp, downloads, 

• Streaming releases
○ Spotify, Deezer, Tidal,...

• Video’s

What gets released



• Physical releases
○ Vinyl, CD, C7, obscure or obsolete media

• Digital releases
○ Bandcamp, downloads,...

• Streaming releases
○ Spotify, Deezer, Tidal,...

• Video’s
○ Youtube/Vimeo, live sessions, score followers, concert 

footage,...

What gets released



• To get rich!
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Why release?



• To get rich!
• For promotion
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• To get rich!
• For promotion
• To create something
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Why release?



• To get rich!
• TFor promotion
• to create something
• to deepen engagement
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Why release?



Do you release music for it: 

To be found?
To be discovered?
To be consulted?
To be used?
To be enjoyed?
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Small tangent



• Self release 
• “Self Release”
• Small boutique
• Larger independent
• Major label
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Who release?



• Self release 
• “Self Release”

○ inventing a label for all of your releases
• Small boutique
• Larger independent
• Major label
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Who release?



• Self release 
• “Self Release”

○ inventing a label for all of your releases
• Small boutique (e.g.)

○ Etcetera, 
○ Meakusma, 
○ KRAAK, 
○ Ultra Eczema, 
○ Cortizona, 
○ Home records, 
○ WERF, 
○ Edicoes CN, 
○ Dropa Disc, 
○ Consouling Sounds, 
○ Crammed Discs, 
○ Les Disques du Crépuscule
○ 7k
○ okraïna

• Larger independent

• Major label
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• Self release 
• “Self Release”

○ inventing a label for all of your releases
• Small boutique

○ Etcetera, Meakusma, KRAAK, Cortizone, Ultra Eczema, 
Cortizona, Home records, WERF, Edicoes CN,...

• Larger independent
○ Naxos, Outhere, Evil Penguin & Antartica

• Major label
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Who release?



• Self release 
• “Self Release”

○ inventing a label for all of your releases
• Small boutique

○ Etcetera, Meakusma, KRAAK, Cortizone, Ultra Eczema, 
Cortizona, Home records, WERF, Edicoes CN,...

• Larger independent
○ Naxos, Outhere, Evil Penguin & Antartica, PIAS (owns 

harmonia mundi)
• Major label

○ Warner, Universal & Sony often have classical-specific 
brands (often acquired) 
■ vb Deutsche Grammophon & Decca are part of 

Universal 
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Who release?



If anyone’s interested, ask me after the show
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Contracts



- Arts Decree of the Flemish Governement
- Federation Wallonie Brussel
- Sabam for Culture
- Crowdfunding
- Funds, angel investors, Prizes, …

- See funding guide by cultuurloket
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Funding

https://www.cultuurloket.be/kennisbank/fondsenwerving/fondsenwijzer


Online, elke maandag en 
woensdag tussen 9u en 10u

TALK TO US
Morning coffee



Kunstensteunpunt 
vzw 
www.kunsten.be

Dankjeveel!

http://www.kunsten.be/

